[Is skull radiography indicated in patients with head injuries?].
The value of the radiographic finding of a skull fracture in predicting intracranial haematoma is assessed in this study. Patients with a skull injury can be divided into three risk groups, based on the history and examination findings. The low-risk group includes patients who are asymptomatic or have scalp haematoma, lacerations, headache or dizziness. The moderate-risk group includes patients who have posttraumatic amnesia and/or alcohol intoxication and those who are suspected of having a skull fracture. The patients in the high-risk group have clear symptoms and signs such as depressed level of consciousness or focal neurological signs. The records of 1218 patients were studied. The risk group, the existence of a skull fracture and development of intracranial haematoma were determined. Not a single haematoma was found in the low-risk group. Therefore skull radiography had no significance in this group. In the moderate-risk group two patients had an intracranial haematoma, of whom one patient had a skull fracture. Negative skull radiography therefore did not fully exclude intracranial complications. There were many patients with an intracranial haematoma in the high-risk group, both in the presence and the absence of a skull fracture. CT scanning is the best method of detecting an intracranial haematoma in this group.